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Crawford Art Gallery staff, I-r, Curator of Collections Dr Michael Waldron, Director Mary McCarthy
and Production Manager Kathryn Coughlan pictured during the removal of the Canova Casts from

the gallery. Photo: Joleen Cronin

Watch: a historic moment as iconic Canova casts at Crawford Art
Gallery are removed

Crawford Art Gallery's iconic collection of Canova casts have left the
building for the first time in 140 years, with a delicate process of crating
and removing the much-loved artworks concluding this week.

It's a historic moment in the life of the gallery, the casts, and Cork, as 25
plaster cast and marble works depart the 19t century wing of the gallery,
built by brewing magnate William Horatio Crawford in 1884, in part to
house the sculptures.
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Cast from masterpieces in the Vatican collection by Italian sculptor
Antonio Canova under orders from Pope Pious the VIl and presented to
Cork in 1818, the much-loved sculptures, including Laocoon and his Sons,

The Bathing Venus, and the Belvedere Torso have been firm favourites
with over 250,000 visitors to the gallery each year.

The Canova Casts were carefully packed in bespoke storage crates and
moved to secure storage to prepare for Transforming Crawford Art Gallery,
an ambitious multi-million euro redevelopment project that will see 50%
more space brought to the city centre gallery, as well as a brand new
restaurant and a new “sky gallery” with birds-eye views overlooking Cork
City.

Over 3,500 artworks in Crawford Art Gallery’s collection are currently being
decanted into safe storage in time for redevelopment works to begin in
spring 2025.

Delicate process of moving sculptures weighing tonnes

Months of planning for the delicate operation of moving the Canova casts
have included Crawford staff seeking expert opinion from London
sculptural conservators Taylor Pearce Ltd, and commissioning bespoke
storage crates for each sculpture.

Many of the sculptures are estimated to weigh in excess of two tonnes,
with smaller pieces weighing in at anywhere between 75kg to 500kg.

Gallery director Mary McCarthy praised the dedication of the team involved
in the removal of the 3D artworks, and said the feat was a pivotal moment
in the history of Crawford Art Gallery.

“I'm delighted to announce the successful removal of our beautiful Canova
casts from the Sculpture Galleries, a big moment for Crawford Art Gallery
as these treasured works have not been moved out of the building for 140
years.”
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“This is a huge milestone in the decant process of the entire collection into
safe storage to prepare for Transforming Crawford Art Gallery, our capital
redevelopment project.”

“The planning and dedication and expertise that has gone into their safe
removal has been awe-inspiring to see and | want to pay tribute to our in-
house technical team, supported by additional external experts ,our
production manager and our registrar for their work in carrying off this
historically important removal smoothly and with great professionalism.”

“I also want to thank all of the third parties, sculptural experts and logistics
teams that have partnered with us to reach this momentous day.”

“We know that people will miss these much-loved works while we are
closed, but we want to reassure the public that when Crawford Art Gallery
reopens, their historic gallery will have undergone much-needed
restoration works, ensuring that they can be enjoyed for centuries to
come.”

ENDS

www.crawfordartgallery.ie Crawford Art Gallery, Emmet Place, Cork,
Ireland.

Dyane Hanrahan Marketing & Communications Manager
E: dvanehanrahan@crawfordartgallery.ie T +353 (0) 21 4907856 M +353 (0)
86 8278151

Sorcha O'Brien
marketing@crawfordartgallery.ie T +353 (0) 21 4907856

Notes to Editor: for images, video and an audio clip of Mary McCarthy
announcing the decant, please click here.
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About Crawford Art Gallery

Crawford Art Gallery is an Irish National Cultural Institution (NCI) dedicated to
contemporary and historic visual art, located in a significant heritage building in
the heart of Cork city. Offering a dynamic programme of temporary exhibitions, it
also houses a collection of national importance which tells the compelling story of
Cork and Ireland over the last three centuries.

About Transforming Crawford Art Gallery

Crawford Art Gallery closes to the public from September 23 2024 to undergo an
enormously exciting capital redevelopment project: Transforming Crawford Art
Gallery.

This multi-million euro investment will increase gallery space by almost 50%,
preserve and protect three centuries of existing built heritage, and create a
cultural legacy for a new century as Cork continues to grow.

The project is a Government of Ireland 2040 project funded by the Department
of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media in partnership with the
Office of Public Works (OPW).

The award-winning Grafton Architects have worked on a redevelopment

design that includes a new Learn and Explore facility for public engagement,
significant storage for the National Collection at Crawford, a new entrance, and a
dramatically improved public realm including new café facing onto Half Moon
Street.

The building’s entrance will be reoriented to Emmmet Place in line with the original
Customs House layout dating to 1724.

A large new public gallery space will be created five stories above Cork City,
creating a new vantage point for visitors to view city centre landmarks including
Shandon and St Finbarre's Cathedral.

After a contractor has been appointed and begins work in spring 2025, it is
envisaged that Crawford Art Gallery will reopen to the public in 2027.

For all the latest news on Transforming Crawford Art Gallery, sign up to the
newsletter on www.crawfordartgallery.ie or follow the gallery’s social media.
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Baill foirne Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford c-d, Dr Michael Waldron, Mary McCarthy agus Kathryn
Coughlan, glactha | ngriangrafana le linn aistrii na Canova Casts on ngailearai. iomha: Joleen
Cronin

Féach: an uain chinniinach ina mbaintear munlai iocénacha Canova 6
Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford

D'fhag bailiuchan ioconach Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford de mhunlai
Canova an foirgneamh den chéad uair le 140 bliain an tseachtain seo, le
mionphroiseas chun na saothair ealaine, a bhfuil an-ghean orthu, a chur i
gcliathbhoscai agus a bhaint 6n ngailearai.

Uain chinnidnach i stair Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford, na munlai agus
Chorcai a bhiann nuair a baineadh 25 teilgean plastair agus saothair
mharmair 6 sciathan an ghailearai 6n 19U haois, a thdég an moéruasal
grudaireachta William Horatio Crawford in 1884 chun na dealbha seo a
chur ann go pointe airithe.
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Rinne an dealbhdir lodalach Antonio Canova na dealbha 6 sharshaothair i
mbailidchan na Vatacaine faoi orduithe 6n bPapa Pious VI, agus bronnadh
ar Chorcaigh iad in 1818. Bionn an-tdir ar na dealbha, lena n-airitear
Laocoon and his Sons, The Bathing Venus, agus Belvedere Torso, agus
tagann os cionn 250,000 cuairteoir chuig an ngailearai gach bliain lena
bhfeiceail.

Cuireadh na munlai Canova i gcliathbhoscai stérala saincheaptha go
curamach agus aistriodh chuig storail shabhailte iad le hullmhu do
Chlaochlu Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford, tionscadal uaillmhianach
athfhorbartha ilmhillidn euro a thabharfaidh 50% nios mo spais don
ngailearai i [ar na cathrach, chomh maith le bialann drnua agus “gailearai
spéire” nua le radharc én aer amach ar chathair Chorcai.

Ta os cionn 3,500 saothar ealaine i mbailiichan Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford
a n-aistriu faoi lathair go hait stérala sabhailte chun tus a chur le
hathfhorbairt in earrach 2025.

Mionphrdéiseas chun na dealbha a bhfuil na tonai meachain iontu a
aistria
Le linn na mionna pleanala don mhionphroéiseas chun na munlai Canova a

aistriu, bhi foireann Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford ag lorg tuairim

saineolaithe 6 chaomhnairi dealbh Londain Taylor Pearce Ltd agus ag
coimisiunu cliathbhoscai stérala saincheaptha do gach dealbh.

Meastar go bhfuil nios mé na dha thonna meachain i gcuid mhaith de na
dealbha, agus go bhfuil idir 75kg agus 500kg meachain sna piosai nios IU.

Mhol stidrthoir an Ghailearai, Mary McCarthy, diograis na foirne a raibh
baint acu le haistrid na saothar ealaine 3T, agus duirt si gur uain
chinniunach i stair Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford a bhi inti.

“Ta an-athas orm a fhogairt gur éirigh linn ar munlai dille Canova a bhaint
as na Gailearaithe Dealbhdireachta, 6caid mhoér do Ghailearai Ealaine
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Crawford toisc nar aistriodh na saothair luachmhara seo amach as an
bhfoirgneamh le 140 bliain.

“Is cloch mhile ollmhor é seo i bprdiseas aistrithe an bhailidchain ar fad le
stordil go sabhailte chun ullmhu dar bpriomhthionscadal athfhorbartha,
Claochlu Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford. Ta an phleanail, an diograis agus an
saineolas a bhain leis an aistrid sabhailte thar a bheith spreaguil a fheiceail
agus ba mhaith liom aitheantas a thabhairt dar bhfoireann theicniuil
inmheanach, le tacaiocht ¢ shaineolaithe seachtracha breise, ar
mbainisteoir léirildchain agus ar gclaraitheoir as a gcuid oibre chun an t-
aistriu tabhachtach stairidil seo a chur i gcrich go réidh agus le
gairmiudlacht iontach.

Ba mhaith liom mo bhuiochas a ghabhail freisin leis na trid pairtithe, na
saineolaithe dealbhoireachta agus na foirne ldistiochta go Iéir a chuaigh i
gcomhphairtiocht linn chun an |a tabhachtach seo a bhaint amach.

Ta a fhios againn go mbraithfidh daoine uathu na saothair seo a bhfuil an-
toir orthu agus muid dunta, ach ba mhaith linn an pobal a chur ara
suaimhneas go mbeidh athchdiriu a bhfuil géargha leis déanta ar a
ngailearai stairivil seo nuair a athoscléidh Gailearai Ealaine Crawford, rud a
chinnteoidh gur féidir taitneamh a bhaint astu go ceann na gcéadta bliain
atd amach romhainn.”

CRIOCH

www.crawfordartgallery.ie Gailearai Ealaine Crawford, Plas Emmet,
Corcaigh, Eire.

Dyane Hanrahan Bainisteoir Margaiochta & Cumarsaide

R: dyanehanrahan@crawfordartgallery.ie T +353 (0) 21 4907856 M +353 (0)
86 8278151

Sorcha O'Brien
R: marketing@crawfordartgallery.ie T +353 (0) 21 4907856
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Nétai don Eagarthéir:
Le haghaidh fisedin, fuaime agus iomhanna fotheidealaithe ardtaifigh de
na Munlai Canova @ mbogadh, cliceail anseo.

Maidir le Gailearai Ealaine Crawford

Is institidid chultdrtha naisiunta € Gailearai Ealaine Crawford ata suite i
bhfoirgneamh oidhreachta suntasach i gcroilar chathair Chorcai agus ata
tiomnaithe do na hamharc-ealaiona, go stairidil agus go comhaimseartha araon.

Agus € ag cur clar fuinnidil taispeantas sealadach ar fail, ta bailidchan naisiunta
tabhachtach faoina dhion freisin a insionn scéal spéisiuil Chorcai agus na
hEireann le tri chéad bliain anuas.

Maidir le Claochla Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford
Beidh Gailearai Ealaine Crawford dunta i bhféomhar 2024 chun tabhairt faoi
thogra athfhorbartha caipitil darb’ ainm Claochlu Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford.

Cuirfidh an infheistiocht, ar fid na millidin euro &, 50% breise le spas an ghailearai,
agus déanfaidh sé tri chéad bliain d'oidhreacht thogtha a chaomhnu agus a
chosaint, agus cruthoéfar oidhreacht chulturtha don ghldin amach romhainn de
réir mar a bheidh Corcaigh ag leanuint ag fas.

Is togra de chuid Thograi Rialtas nha hEireann 2040 é ata ag fail maoiniu én Roinn
Turasoireachta, Cultuir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spdirt agus Meain i gcomhar le hOifig
na NnOibreacha Poibli (OPW).

Ta Grafton Architects a bhfuil gradaim bainte acu tar €is obair a dhéanamh ar
dhearadh athfhorbartha lena n-airitear ais Foghlam agus Fiosraithe nua le

rannphairtiocht ghniomhach, stérail shuntasach don Bhailidchan Naisidnta i
nGailearai Crawford, bealach isteach nua, agus spas poibli a bheidh feabhsaithe
go Mor lena n-airitear caifé nua ar Shraid na Leathghealal.

Beidh bealach isteach an fhoirgnimh curtha ar ais go Plas Emmet de réir leagan
amach Theach an Chustaim a chuaigh siar go 1724.

Cruthofar spas gailearai mor nua le cuig urlar ag féachaint amach ar Chathair
Chorcai, a chruthaionn radharc do chuairteoiri chun féachaint ar
shainchomharthai i lar na cathrach lena n-airitear An Seandun agus Ardeaglais
Naomh Fionnbarra.
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