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Friday, 23 July 2021

Award winning Grafton Architects announced as
principal design consultants of the €29m Crawford Art
Gallery redevelopment project

Taoiseach, Micheal Martin T.D. and Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport
and Media, Catherine Martin T.D today announced that the contract for the design for the
redevelopment at the historic Crawford Art Gallery has been awarded to Grafton
Architects.

The overall plan provides for the investment of some €29m in the redevelopment,
including design, of the 200-year-old Gallery building over the next four years.

Crawford Art Gallery

Crawford Art Gallery is a National Cultural Institution, located in the heart of Cork city and
dedicated to the visual arts, both historic and contemporary. The collection comprises
over 3,000 works, ranging from eighteenth-century Irish and European painting and
sculpture, through to contemporary video installations. It has over 260,000 visitors per
year.

Crawford Art Gallery is located in an important historic building, parts of which date back
to the early eighteenth century. The building needs significant enhancement to meet the
evolving demands of a dynamic National Cultural Institution.

Project Ireland 2040

Through Project Ireland 2040, the Government is investing €460 million in Ireland's
National Cultural Institutions to revamp and modernise their facilities both in terms of
visitor experience and storage of the national collections.

The Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, Catherine Martin T.D
approved last September the business plan for the Crawford Gallery which will involve
the investment of some €29m in the total re-development of the building.

As part of this overall plan, Grafton Architects have now been selected as the principal
design consultants following a two-stage procurement process. They will be responsible



for providing all construction-related technical advice and design services to the Crawford
Art Gallery and the OPW in respect of the Project.

Speaking today, the Taoiseach Micheal Martin said:

“I am delighted to join you here today at the official announcement of Grafton Architects
as the principal design consultants for the Crawford Art Gallery Redevelopment Project.
This is a big public investment by the State in Cork City - which supports Cork’s
regeneration into being a forward thinking European Cultural City. It is an extraordinary
opportunity to reimagine the Crawford Art Gallery’s potential and create a vibrant new
space for art and the public to meet in the heart of the city.

Grafton Architects are an internationally renowned architecture firm with projects
spanning from Milford to Milan, and from Lima to London, and | have no doubt that they
will bring their experience and skills to bear in interpreting and developing the unique
characteristics of the Crawford Art Gallery.”

Minister Catherine Martin said:

“It gives me great pleasure to be here in Cork to announce the awarding of the contract
for the next stage in the exciting Crawford Art Gallery redevelopment project to Grafton
Architects. | am very pleased that work is progressing so well on this ambitious project.

I would like to thank the Chair and Director and team in the Crawford for their commitment
to the redevelopment project and in continuing to deliver a wonderful artistic programme,
both here in the Gallery and on-line that is so important for the wellbeing of our citizens,
especially during these difficult times.

This has been a very challenging time for artists and | was very pleased to put in place
last year an Art Acquisition fund which resulted in the purchase of 422 artworks by 70
artists working in Ireland for the national collection. This scheme has been a huge success
and provided vital support to our artists while at the same time enhancing the national
collection. It is inspirational to see some of the works purchased under the scheme on
display here today.”

Minister of State with responsibility for the Office of Public Works, Mr. Patrick
O’Donovan, T.D., said:

“The Office of Public Works has a long history of working with the Crawford Art Gallery
and has over the past four years, in particular, been proud to provide the expertise of its
Conservation Services to progress the Gallery’s renovation and to facilitate the
appointment of the Design Team announced today. With the transfer of ownership of the
Crawford Art Gallery to the OPW concluded at the beginning of the month, | very much
look forward to our continued close collaboration and to seeing this ambitious project
through to completion.”



Speaking on behalf of the Board and staff, Rose McHugh, Chair of the Crawford Art
Gallery, welcomed the appointment of Grafton Architects as lead Designers for this major
redevelopment of the Crawford.

Rose McHugh said:

"We are delighted to have Grafton Architects leading the interdisciplinary design team,
and we look forward to working with a practice that demonstrates creative vision together
with a strong collaborative ethos.

Our progress in this project to date has being based on collaboration. We have strong
and productive support from the Office of Public Works (OPW) and from the Department
of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media. We are also grateful to Failte
Ireland for their support and for their recognition of the Crawford as a significant attraction,
and to Cork City Council for their continued support.

Now, we look forward to collaborating with the Grafton team. With their support in this
redevelopment, we will ensure that the Crawford can continue to be a place of opportunity
for artists and all those interested in art, education, architecture and civic discourse. This
next phase of development of the Crawford Art Gallery is a once-in-a-century opportunity
to enhance the architectural and artistic life of our city and region, and we look forward to
the journey.”

Grafton Architects noted:

“The Grafton Architects Team is honoured to have been chosen, and is looking forward
to working with all those involved, to engage with the wonderful and ambitious plans for
the present and future of Crawford Art Gallery.

We see the project as a unique opportunity for this highly regarded National cultural
institution to consolidate its status as a highly treasured national, international and local
institution.”

Grafton Architects

Grafton Architects is an award winning international architecture studio based in Dublin.
From this base, the practice has completed many significant and prestigious buildings in
Ireland and internationally. Recent projects include the completed university building in
Toulouse, France, the new city library on Parnell Square in Dublin and the headquarters
building for the ESB on Fitzwilliam Street in Dublin’s Georgian core.

As principal design consultants, Grafton Architects will be responsible for providing all
construction-related technical advice and design services to the Crawford Art Gallery and
the OPW in respect of the Project.
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e Grafton Architects is an award winning international architecture studio based in
Dublin. From this base, the practice has completed many significant and
prestigious buildings in Ireland and internationally. Recent projects have included
the completed university building in Toulouse, France, the new city library on
Parnell Square in Dublin and the headquarters building for the ESB on Fitzwilliam
Street in the city's Georgian core.

e In 2018 Grafton was responsible for curating the 16" International Architecture
Exhibition at the Venice Biennale.

e Grafton Architects will be responsible for providing all construction-related
technical advice and design services to the Crawford Art Gallery and the OPW in
respect of the Project.

Crawford Art Gallery
https://crawfordartgallery.ie/

Upcoming Exhibitions

NEW THREADS: Acquisitions 2021

24 July — 5 September

New Threads showcases more than 20 artworks that have recently come into public
ownership, made possible through major acquisitions funding from the Department of
Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

In total, 225 artworks by 39 contemporary artists have been added to Crawford Art
Gallery’s collection in recent months, ranging from paintings, photographs, prints, and
drawings, to sculptures, installations, digital film and sound works, textile and
embroideries.



Rembrandt in Print
17 September 2021 - 9 January 2022

Rembrandt in Print presents 50 of the finest works from the Ashmolean’s world-class
collection of over 200 etchings and drypoints by Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-1669).

Widely hailed as the greatest painter of the Dutch Golden Age, Rembrandt was also one
of the most innovative and experimental printmakers of the seventeenth century. This
touring exhibition will present Rembrandt as an unrivalled storyteller through a selection
of fifty outstanding prints ranging from 1630 until the late 1650s. These works
demonstrate Rembrandt’s inventive techniques and extraordinary skills. They are
displayed together for the first time.

Brian Maguire: REMAINS

17 September — 9 January 2022

In 2019, Brian Maguire visited Dr Greg Hess, Chief Medical Examiner for Pima County,
Tucson, Arizona. Dr Hess gave the artist access to some thousand visual records of
migrant lives lost in the crossing from South and Central America and Mexico, into the
United States.

Each discovery of a body in the desert creates a case and digital images. Using a
selection from this photographic source, Brian began a new series of paintings,
acknowledging the many unidentified victims who undertook this perilous journey.

Rialtas na hEireann
Government of Ireland

Dé hAoine, 23 luil 2021

Ailtiri Grafton fogartha mar phriomhchombhairleoiri
dearaidh thionscadal athfhorbartha €29m Ghailearai
Ealaine Crawford
D’fhégair an Taoiseach Micheal Martin T.D. agus an tAire Turasoéireachta, Cultuir,

Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spéirt agus Mean, Catherine Martin T.D. inniu gur bronnadh
conradh dearaidh athfhorbairt Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford ar Ailtiri Grafton.



T4 forail sa phlean iomlan d’infheistiocht de thart ar €29m d’athfhorbairt fhoirgneamh an
Ghailearai sna ceithre bliana atéd romhainn. Ta an foirgneamh stairitil seo 200 bliain
d'aois anois agus cuimseoidh an athfhorbairt athdhearadh an fhoirgnimh.

Gailearai Ealaine Crawford

Is Foras Naisiunta Cultuir € Gailearai Ealaine Crawford, atd suite i gcroilar chathair
Chorcai agus ata tiomnaithe do na hamharcealaiona stairiula agus comhaimseartha. Ta
nios mé na 3000 saothar sa bhailiuchan, & phéintéireacht agus dealbhdireacht
Eireannach agus Eorpach san ochtl haois déag, go suitedlacha comhaimseartha fiseain.
Tugann 260,000 duine cuairt ar an nGailearai gach bliain.

Ta Gailearai Ealaine Crawford suite i bhfoirgneamh ata tabhachtach go stairiuil, a dtéann
codanna de siar go dti go luath san ochtu haois déag. Ta feabhas suntasach ag teastail
on bhfoirgneamh chun freastal ar éilimh an Fhorais Naisiunta Cultuir a bhionn ag
siorathru.

Tionscadal Eire 2040

Tri Thionscadal Eire 2040, infheisteoidh an Rialtas €460 milliin i bhForais Naisiunta
Cultair na hEireann chun a gcuid diseanna a athdhearadh agus a nuachéiri maidir le
heispéireas na gcuairteoiri agus storail na mbailiuchan naisiunta.

I mi Mhean Fomhair 2020, cheadaigh an tAire Turasoireachta, Cultuir, Ealaion,
Gaeltachta, Spoirt agus Mean, Catherine Martin T.D. an plean gné do Ghailearai
Crawford ina mbeidh infheistiocht de thart ar €29m d’athfhorbairt iomlan an fhoirgnimh.

Mar chuid den phlean foriomlan seo, roghnaiodh Ailtiri Grafton mar
phriomhchombhairleoiri dearaidh tar éis préiseas solathair ina raibh dha chéim. Beidh siad
freagrach as an gcomhairle theicniuil a bhaineann le tégail agus na seirbhisi dearaidh go
léir a sholathar i leith an Tionscadail do Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford agus d’Oifig na
nOibreacha Poibli.

Ag labhairt inniu, duirt an Taoiseach Micheal Martin:

“Ta an-athas orm a bheith in bhur dteannta anseo inniu ag fégra oifigiuil Ailtiri Grafton
mar phriomhchomhairleoiri dearaidh Thionscadal Athfhorbartha Ghailearai Ealaine
Crawford. Is infheistiocht mhor phoibli i seo ag an Stat i gCathair Chorcai - a thacaionn
le hathghiniuint Chorcai mar Chathair Chulturtha de chuid na hEorpa ata ag smaoineamh
chun tosaigh. Is deis iontach i chun cumas Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford a athshamhlu
agus spas beoga nua a chruthu do theacht le chéile na healaine agus an phobail i gcroilar
na cathrach.

Ta cail idirnaisiunta ar Ailtiri Graffon agus tionscadail déanta acu 6 Bhaile na nGalloéglach
go Milan, agus ¢ Lima go Londain, agus nil aon amhras orm ach go mbainfidh siad uséid
as a dtaithi agus a scileanna chun tréithe speisialta Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford a léirit
agus a fhorbairt."”



Duirt an tAire Martin:

“Is cuis mhor athais dom a bheith anseo i gCorcaigh chun Ailtiri Grafton a fhogairt mar
shealbhdiri conartha don chéad chéim eile i dtionscadal spreaguil athfhorbartha
Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford. Taim an-sasta go bhfuil dul chun cinn maith a dhéanamh
san obair ar an tionscadal uaillmhianach seo.

Ba mhaith liom buiochas a ghabhail leis an gCathaoirleach, leis an Stiurthoir agus le
foireann an Ghailearai as a dtiomantas don tionscadal athfhorbartha agus as leanuint le
clar iontach ealaine a sheachadadh, anseo sa Ghailearai agus ar line. Ta an clar seo thar
a bheith tabhachtach do leas ar gcuid saorénach, go hairithe le linn an tréimhse
dhuashlanach seo.

Ba thréimhse an-deacair i seo d’ealaiontoiri agus ba chuis athais dom Ciste Fala Ealaine
a chur ar bun anuraidh agus mar thoradh air sin ceannaiodh 422 saothar ealaine le 70
ealaiontéir in Eirinn don bhailiichén naisiinta. D'éirigh go hiontach leis an scéim seo,
thug si tacaiocht rithabhachtach dar gcuid ealaiontoiri agus chuir si feabhas ar an
mbailiuchan naisiunta chomh maith. Is moér an t-ardu croi é cuid de na saothair a
ceannaiodh faoin scéim a fheiceail anseo inniu.”

Duirt an tAire Stait ata freagrach as Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli, an tUasal Patrick
O’Donovan, T.D:

“Ta Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli ag obair le Gailearai Ealaine Crawford le fada an la agus
ta an Oifig an-bhréduil go deo as saineolas a Seirbhisi Caomhnaithe a sholathar le ceithre
bliana anuas chun athchdéirit an Ghailearai a chur chun cinn agus chun ceapadh an
Fhoireann Dearaidh a fégraiodh inniu a éascu. Cuireadh aistrit tinéireacht Ghailearai
Ealaine Crawford chuig Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli i gcrich ag tus na miosa, agus taim
ag tnuth go mor lenar ndluthchomhar leantunach agus an tionscadal uaillmhianach seo a
chur i gcrich."”

Ag labhairt thar ceann an Bhoird agus na foirne, chuir Rose McHugh, Cathaoirleach
Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford, féailte roimh cheapadh Ailtiri Grafton mar Phriomh-
Dhearthdiri don athfhorbairt mhér seo ar Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford.

Duirt Rose McHugh:

“Ta an-athas orainn go mbeidh Ailtiri Grafton | gceannas ar an bhfoireann
idirdhisciplineach dearaidh, agus taimid ag tnuth lena bheith ag obair le cleachtas a
léirionn fis chruthaitheach mar aon le héiteas laidir comhoibritheach.

Is ar chomhoibrit ata ar ndul chun cinn go dti seo sa tionscadal bunaithe. Ta tacaiocht
laidir agus tairgiuil againn 6 Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli agus 6n Roinn Turasoireachta,
Cultair, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spoirt agus Mean. Taimid buioch freisin d’Fhailte Eireann
as a dtacaiocht agus as Gealairi Ealaine Crawford a aithint mar ait a mheallann a lan
cuairteoiri, agus de Chomhairle Cathrach Chorcai as a dtacaiocht leanunach.



Taimid ag tnuth lena bheith ag comhoibrit le foireann Grafton anois. Leis an tacaiocht a
thabharfaidh siad don athfhorbairt seo, cinnteoimid gur féidir leis an Crawford leanuint le
deiseanna a chur ar fail d’ealaiontoiri agus doéibh siud go léir a bhfuil suim acu san ealain,
san oideachas, san ailtireacht agus sa dioscursa poibli. Ni tharlaionn deis cosuil leis an
gcéad chéim eile d’fhorbairt Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford chun saol ailtireachta agus

taimid ag tnuath leis an aistear.”
Duirt Ailtiri Grafton:

“Is mér an ondir d’fhoireann Ailtiri Grafton gur roghnaiodh iad, agus ta siad ag tnuth lena
bheith ag obair le gach duine a bheidh bainteach leis chun na pleananna iontacha
uaillmhianacha do Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford faoi lathair agus don todhchai a chur i
bhfeidhm. Feicimid gur deis speisialta i an tionscadal don Fhoras Naisiunta Cultuir seo

chomhdhluatha.”

Ailtiri Grafton

Ta go leor duaiseanna buaite ag an stitideo ailtireachta idirnaisiunta ata ag Ailtiri Grafton
i mBaile Atha Cliath. On ionad seo, chuir an cleachtas go leor foirgneamh suntasach agus
mor le ra i gcrich in Eirinn agus ar fud an domhain. Ta an foirgneamh ollscoile i Toulouse
na Fraince, an leabharlann chathrach nua ar Chearnég Parnell i mBaile Atha Cliath agus
ceanncheathrd BSL ar Shraid Fitzwilliam i gcroilar Seoirseach Bhaile Atha Cliath i measc
na dtionscadal a rinne Ailtiri Grafton le déanai.

Mar phriomhchomairleoiri dearaidh, beidh Ailtiri Grafton freagrach as an gcomhairle
theicniuil a bhaineann le tégail agus na seirbhisi dearaidh go Iéir a sholathar i leith an
Tionscadail do Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford agus d’Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli.
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e Ta go leor duaiseanna buaite ag an stitideo ailtireachta idirnaisiunta ata ag Ailtiri
Grafton i mBaile Atha Cliath. On ionad seo, chuir an cleachtas go leor foirgneamh
suntasach agus mor le ra i gerich in Eirinn agus ar fud an domhain. T4 an
foirgneamh ollscoile i Toulouse na Fraince, an leabharlann chathrach nua ar
Chearndg Parnell i mBaile Atha Cliath agus ceanncheathrd BSL ar Shraid
Fitzwilliam i gcroilar Seoirseach Bhaile Atha Cliath i measc na dtionscadal a rinne
Ailtiri Grafton le déanai.

e In 2018 bhi Ailtiri Grafton freagrach as an 16u Taispeantas Ailtireachta
Idirndisiunta ag Biennale na Veinéise a dhearadh.

e Beidh siad freagrach as an gcomhairle theicniuil a bhaineann le tégail agus na
seirbhisi dearaidh go léir a sholathar i leith an Tionscadail do Ghailearai Ealaine
Crawford agus d’Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli.

Gailearai Ealaine Crawford
https://crawfordartgallery.ie/

Taispeantais a bheidh ar siul go luath

NEW THREADS: Saothair a fuarthas in 2021

24 1ail — 5 Mean Fémhair

Taispeanann New Threads nios mé na 20 saothar ealaine a thainig faoi uinéireacht
phoibli le déanai mar gheall ar mhaoinit mér a sholathair an Roinn Turaséireachta,
Cultuir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Sport agus Mean chun saothair a cheannach.

San iomlan, cuireadh 225 saothar ealaine le 39 ealaiontéir comhaimseartha le bailiuchan
Ghailearai Ealaine Crawford le mionna beaga anuas: pictiuir, grianghraif, priontai,
liniochtai, deilbh, suitealacha, scannain dhigiteacha, saothair fuaime, teicstile agus
bréidnéireacht san aireamh.

Rembrandt in Print

17 Mean Fomhair 2021 - 9 Eanair 2022

Cuireann Rembrandt in Print 50 ceann de na saothair is fearr 6 bhailiichan iontach
Ashmolean i lathair ina bhfuil nios mo na 200 eitseail agus turbhior le Rembrandt van Rijn
(1606-1669).

An péintéir is mé i Ré Orga na hisiltire ab ea € Rembrandt agus bhi sé ar cheann de na
déantusairi priontai is nualai agus is turgnamhai sa seachtu haois déag. Cuirfidh an
taispeantas camchuairte seo Rembrandt i lathair mar scéalai gan saru tri chaoga prionta
sarmhaith 6n tréimhse idir 1630 agus deireadh na 1650idi. Léirionn na saothair seo
teicnici airgtheacha agus scileanna iontacha Rembrandt. Taispeanfar iad le chéile den
chéad uair.

Brian Maguire: REMAINS
17 Mean Fémhair — 9 Eanair 2022



In 2019, thug Brian Maguire cuairt ar an Dr Greg Hess, Priomh-Scrudaitheoir Leighis do
Chontae Pima, Tucson, Arizona. Thug an Dr Hess rochtain don ealaiontéir ar na milte
taifead amhairc de shaol na n-imirceach a cailleadh ar an turas 6 Mheiricea Theas agus
Lair agus Meicsiceo, go dti na Stait Aontaithe.

Chruthaigh gach corp a aimsiodh san fhasach cas agus iomhanna digiteacha. Ag baint
usaide as roinnt de na grianghraif seo, chuir Brian tus le sraith nua péintéireachta, ag
tabhairt aitheantais don iliomad iospartach neamhaitheanta a rinne an turas contuirteach
seo.



